
 

 

 
 
 
Monday, June 15, 2009.  
 

Drewer sets new Qualifying Record, claims 
Pole and best race results at New Jersey. 
 

 
 

Caption: Tom Drewer and his Daily Planet sponsored machine recorded the fastest time of the weekend. 
 
Young Australian Tom Drewer showed he has more than what it takes to run at the front of the 
premiere division of IMSA Lites at the Mazda Formula X weekend held at New Jersey’s 
Thunderbolt raceway near Millville, New Jersey USA. 
 
Drewer, who won the 2008 IMSA Lites 2 Championship, proved he can match and beat the best of 
the Lites 1 category on Sunday as he set a new Qualifying Track Record around the 2.17 mile road 
course with the fastest Lites 1 lap of the weekend, 1 minute 15.327 seconds. 
 
The nail biting half hour session saw drivers Lucas Downs, Kyle Marcelli, Joel Feinberg and  
Johnny Meriggi trade fastest times with Drewer until the Aussie nailed a blistering lap in his Daily 
Planet machine to take the coveted pole position by a mere .022 of a second, with the top seven 
cars all within less than .8 of a second apart.    
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“I knew we had found a much better setup in Saturday’s race but I just couldn’t utilise it, getting 
stuck behind Meriggi for most of the race.  
 
So I just gave it everything today. I had the car on the edge for three laps in a row and dug ready 
deep. It was awesome to finally hear ‘P1’ on the radio in only my third race weekend of Lites 1. 
 
The amazing thing was it wasn’t the perfect lap. I had a slight lock-up in turn 5 and that cost me a 
couple of tenths. I was likely on for a sub 1 minute 15 lap.” 
 
After claiming pole Drewer, who finished 5th in Saturday’s Round 5 race, got off to a perfect start in 
Sunday’s Round 6 and dominated the first half of the race. 
 
“Last year having class pole in Lites 2 usually meant starting mid-pack, so this was my first rolling 
start from the front of the grid since karting– we generally do standing starts in Australia.  
 
It was a perfect start and although I had Lucas 
on the outside of turn 1 I controlled the corner 
and quickly found my rhythm.  
 
It was fantastic to once again have nothing but 
clear track in front. The guys behind were 
pushing really hard but I just kept my head 
down and led, with a gap, right up to the full 
course yellow came out with around 20 
minutes to go. 
 
My car was starting to go off a little and I found 
it really difficult to keep the temperature in the 
tires with the pace car down to 35mph. Upon 
the restart I just couldn’t seem to find the same grip as in the first half of the race. It was a shame 
because I immediately slipped back to fourth. I continued to push hard to try and get back onto the 
podium but we just didn’t quite have the pace. 
 
It was frustrating to finish lower than what we started but I’m really happy we led a lot of laps today. 
We are very close to podiums and wins now.” 
 
It was the first time Drewer’s team, 2008 IMSA Lites 1 Championship winning Comprent Motor 
Sports, had led race laps since last year. Drewer’s fourth position is his best result so far in the 
2009 IMSA Lites 1 season. 
 
“I really must thank all the boys at Comprent Motor Sports, especially Kenny and Terry, for all their 
hard work this weekend. We are moving in the right direction and I can’t wait to further reward 
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everyone who is allowing me to follow my dreams. A big thank you to John Trimble and the Daily 
Planet, Terry Little, all my supporters and friends back home, and my Mother and Father.” 
 
Drewer and IMSA Lites presented by Frisby Performance Tire next head to Lime Rock, 
Connecticut for the North East Grand Prix, July 17-18, 2009.  
Ends. 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
 
Tom Drewer, aged 24, is an up and coming Australian driver who in his first year of North American 
competition dominated IMSA Lites 2 in 2008, taking the Championship with 11 pole positions, 10 
wins, setting 5 lap records, all on unfamiliar circuits. This gave Tom back-to-back Championships 
across the Pacific after he took the Australian Thundersports Sports Car Championship for West 
Race Cars in 2007. 
 
Tom’s driving duties were split in 2007 with seats in both the Fujitsu V8 and V8 Giant Supercar 
Series, the feeder categories to Australia's premier motor racing series, V8 Supercars. Tom made 
his transition to cars in 2002, driving Formula Vees and winning the FVASA Drivers’ Championship, 
after a stellar karting career beginning at age 7 and once backed by triple World Champion Nikki 
Lauda’s airline, Lauda-Air. 
 
Australia’s AutoAction magazine has named Tom ‘Best Overseas Rookie’ in their annual awards 
while prestigious Wheels magazine has put Tom in their ‘Hot Half Dozen Watch List’ for 2009. Given 
his pace amongst the Lites 1’s last year including a 2nd overall in Utah, Comprent also think he’s one 
to watch this year as he tries for their second consecutive Lites 1 Championship. 
 
 
Comprent Motor Sports, the legendary Athens, GA based team founded by Kevin Kloepfer is a full 
service racing team with over 20 years of experience. 
 
Comprent has enjoyed countless success in National and Pro-Level open-wheel and sports-car 
categories including Formula Atlantic, IMSA Lites, Star Mazda, and the Camel Lites GTP Series 
competing at many of the biggest races throughout America and Canada including the Daytona  
24 Hour.  
 
Comprent is the reigning IMSA Lites 1 Team and Drivers’ Champions. These wins add to their 2006 
BOSS Historic Formula Championship (IndyCar), 2005 SCCA Sports 2000 National Championship 
and 1990 SCCA Formula Atlantic National Championship. 
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From its extensive facilities in North East Georgia, Comprent’s in-house technicians and engineers 
specialise in preparation, fabrication, machining, transmissions, composites, data acquisition, and 
driver coaching. 
 
Comprent is Élan Motorsport Technologies’ IMSA Lites customer service representative, the official 
USA distributor of Elite Racing Transmissions, and agents for Pi Research systems and Bald Spot 
Sports seat kits. 
 
Tifosi is the official eyewear of Comprent Motor Sports. 
 
 
IMSA Lites Presented by Frisby Performance Tire is the feeder category to the American  
Le Mans Series (ALMS), the premier prototype and GT endurance racing series in the world.  
Like the ALMS, IMSA Lites features three distinct classes of prototypes from global race-car 
constructors Élan Motorsport Technologies, West Race Cars and Van Diemen. 
 
The series offers drivers from around the world the opportunity to showcase their talents in front of 
ALMS team bosses in a multi-class racing environment at famous and historic racing venues such 
as Sebring, Road America, Road Atlanta, Mosport and Laguna Seca. 
 
Previous Lites 1 Champions Robbie Pecorari and Gerardo Bonilla have gone on to drive in factory 
Le Mans Series Prototypes. 
 
 
 
For more information or images: 
 
In Australia contact Mike Drewer In America contact Tom Drewer 
Phone 0419 27 3333.  Phone 404 825 2641 
Email m.drewer@bigpond.com Email t.drewer@bigpond.com Visit tomdrewer.com 


